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STATE COUNCIL OF CIVIL paRENSE 
(June 1, 1998 through May 321, 1960) 


‘he State Council ef Civil Defense, since its formal creation in 
of Civil Defense Act of 1951, ”.1.. 28, as amended, a six-part program of 


activities, This is aimed at the development end maintenance of an effective 


progren for the civil defense of the Commonwealth, Zach of the Council's 
six major fields of activity, or services, is briefly described below, 
with emphasis on progress mate durinz the 1998=60 biennium, 


ADUTWISTRATIVE SERVICES 


‘These activities are concerned with over-all adninistration of the 
statewide civil defense program, They include: (a) General program 
supervision; (b) collection and disbursement of federal rrants-in-aids 
(ce) distribution of federal surplus property for civil defense purposes; 
(@) reimbursenent of other Commonvealth departwents and avencies for 
axthorized flood relief and control works (e) payment of compensation for 
secidental injuries sustained by duly enrolled civil defense volunteers; 


\ 
and (f) general office services. 


amet, enlace anime reane a ween wan 
mimately $200,000.00. The money wae used for the development 


iat Betnten of, erevqener eqemettons) plane beth for the Comemnaith os 
& whole and for 2 umber of the major target complexes within the State. 

| Federal contributions toward the purchase of emergency equipnent, 
materials and supplies (provided on a dollar-for~doller "natehinc* basis), 
totaled roughly 61,325,000.00. Of this tetal, approximately $165,000.00 
was “watched” and utilised by the State Council of Civil Defense and the 
Senehaten Wey pebithedl. exkitdistens of tie Conmenmetth, A tajer portion 
of all expenditures was made for the purchase and installation of energency 

Me eotanatat total atue (Dated on orginal antsitton conte) of 
copreninately $3 #3,$00,000,00, The state Council of Civil Defense, together 
with roughly 500 county and local civil defense organizations, perbinioates 
im the progren, The property acquired included motor trucks and trailers, 
amphibious vehicles, electric power generators, communications equipment, 
_ first aid supplies and countless “inor itens. 

: mectiay Vin Miatiatny Cemecinnglath Feed wetter and genteel, estivitien 
ssvociated with the floods of 1955 and 196 (financed out of # spectal 
#2.2,,000,000.00 disaster relief appropriation made in 1955) were ali but 
“closed out", In addition, a total of $3,000,000,00 ($2,500,000 .00 
Sllocated for use by the Departwent of Mines and Mineral Industries and 
3600,000,00 by the Depertuent of Forests and Waters) was aupropriated te 
the Counedl for emergency operations necessitated by the floods of 
Jamary 1959, Of this total, approximately $2,000,000.00 has been expended 
in comection with the so-called “Pittston mine flood disaster”, resulting 
from the flooding of unierground mining properties in Luzerne County, by 
waters from the North Branch of the Susquehanna River. (A federal contribution 
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in excess of $1,000,000.00 is expected to be made in this connection.) 
Shute Fleck weliet ant eoutyel expend teres in Western Pennsylvania will 
require the full $500,000.00 sum appropriated therefor, (Federal flood 


GEiGae aechcianad Maldaied to netiiadl eubéiviatess in the eemn onen « 
‘all such assistance is "paid through" the Council — — will total approxi 
mately $250,000.00.) 


“These activities are concemed ith the over-all esordinetion snd 
general supervision of statewide attack warniny and energeney communications 
systens and facilities, They includes (a) Operation of the intre-state 
portion of the liational Warning Systems (b) lease and operation of the 
Bell-and-lights Instantaneous Air Reid Warning System; and (¢) installation 
end operation of emergency comunications networks, bath land line and 
as The 1958-1960 bienniun was anrked by installation of a joint state 
Counet1 of Civil Defense = Fomsylvanta Gane Commission Tadic Systen, 

This new systen provides the Council with a statewide energency operational 
network and serves the Consission's law envoreecent and adninistrative 
requirenents, The major portion of the total cost of the system, roughly 
900,000.00, was paid ty the Contesion, but federal retnbursenent equal 
to $08 of the total is anticipated. 

Pr “County and local energency Faiio commmications facilities vere creatly 
excended during the two~year period, The end result is that approximately 
0 counties now ovn and operate county-utde fire or police radio networks, 
all available for use in civil devense exorzencies, 


“Je 


ee 


PROTECTIVE S2RVIC&S 


 €he services are concerned with the statewide coordination of county 
SPORTS « pane ! . ) 

in damuary 1960, of a new propran providing for the statewide establish- 

ment of numerous so-called “Survival Unite". These are neighborhood, or 

to meet not only natural disaster problems, but also the extreme exigencies 
o miclear warfare, This new proerau replaces the nov-out<-moded “warden 

system", developed and followed during Yorld Wer IT. 


| ‘MEDICAL AMD WALES SERVICES 


These activities are concernad with the coordination of State, county 
relate to: (a) Gvacuation and care of the injured and homeless; (b) defense 
against biological, chemical and radiological warfare; and (c) maintenance 
and security of Cownomealth emergency medical stockpiles. 

The 1956-60 biennium was mrked by major expansion of the so-called 
“energency hospital pre-positioning program". Under this program, nore 
than 160 two-mmdred-bed eucrgency hospital units, furnished by the © ederal 
Goverment and valued at some §5,900,000.00, are now stored at streteric 
locations throughout the State. Each unit includes operating tables, 
om x-ray machine, cugital Gait: tests \iihlie, veggies, beds, an 
operation, They can either be set-up and placed in operation at the 
storage site, or else rapidly moved to other points where they may be needed. 
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During the two-year period, federal supply of radiation detection 
instruments wes also markedly increased, ‘All major high schools within 
the State now have a set of detection instruments available both for 
acadente training and for possible energency use. Furthernore, there 
ais £06 WEA he State more than 360 fixed nonitering stetions, vith 
both instruments and trained personnel at all times available for ener- 
geney operat! ons, Of these stations, 110 are operated by depertuents and 


agencies of the Comomealth Goverment, while county and local acencies, 


ae wall as non-governmental organisations, operate the renainder. 


TRAINING SERVICES 


key personnel, from county and local civil defense organizations, in 
Specialized civil defense techniques, including radiological defense, human 
rescue, “household" firefighting and others. — 

_.. Daring the biennium, the Council's radiolosical monitcring instrectors' 
now have trained monitoring instructors, with a1 the instrunents end 
equipment required locally to train radiation monitors for emergency 
operations. In addition, instructors who previously had received special 
Couneil training, instructed more than h,000 registered nurses in the 
nn | an 


PUBLIC INPCRMATION SERVICES 


| ‘These activities are concerned with the preparation and dissemination 
of essential energency information te civil defense and other covernnental 
officials and to the public, 
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"We Scott seats of te Cimmaniinth hits entenhinl therein ooe- 
ma earning the need for and value of fallout shelters. As a pert of this 
 pangrety Carve special hone shotter exibition units vere constructed end 
ae | made avatlable for display throughoot the Comomealth, These are-in the 


form of van type truck trailers in which a typical famtly fallout shelter, 
donigned for use by & faxtly of five, has been constructed. During the 


feb six weeks of display, at the end of the biemius, rently 190,000 
ae | peonay reins viewed the three units. 


RELATED ACTIVITIES 


-eniler'ly fuactioning of goveranent, State, county and local, during periods 

| eff emergency. This legislation not only provides for emergency lines of 

oe suecess’ on to the key offices of goverment, executive, legislative and 

ie | fudieiel, but also authorizes the conduct of goverment business at ener 
| eee tien che eiteeg teeta ents ly Sian 


the 1958460 wonatim witnessed significant sivancencnt of the state- 


“thde civil defense progren. Oubstanding progress was made in the eommuni- 


cations, medical and health, and training services. These, together with 


a ; ‘nore United advances in other activities, now provide a sound, basic 


| - frememan of emergency orgentzations This is capable sot only of effective 
ae ection in natural disaster, bab also of the rapid exsansion required to 
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